
We Aim High
We Work Hard
We Care
We Are Vale



Dear Parents and Carers

I am delighted to welcome you to Darwen Vale 
High School.

As you will see, Darwen Vale is a growing 11 – 16 
academy situated in Blackburn with Darwen. We 
opened in our new state-of-the-art building in 2012 
and our facilities are second to none. We currently 
have close to 1000 students in total in Years 7 - 11.

Our vision at Darwen Vale is to ensure that all 
students achieve, both academically and socially, 
beyond personal expectations and prior attainment, 
that they experience an outstanding and enjoyable 
education and are able to sustain the life of their 
choice whilst making a positive contribution to their 
communities. 

We will achieve this ambitious vision through 
addressing three key areas; firstly, by continually 
striving to improve outcomes for all young people; 
secondly maintaining a relentless focus on 
improving the quality of teaching and learning; and 
finally, by continuing to develop high standards of 
behaviour, life skills and an entrepreneurial spirit in 
all our students that will equip them for their future 
after leaving Darwen Vale.

Darwen Vale is a school which has the very highest 
standards – both in terms of academic teaching 
and life beyond the classroom. Our staff work 
tirelessly to ensure students are happy at school 
and committed to being the best they can be. We 
demand a lot, setting high standards for students 
and staff, with a ‘no excuses’ approach to attitude, 
work and discipline. At the same time, we also 
provide considerable support for our staff and 
students. 

Welcome to 
Darwen Vale
High School
An Aldridge Education 
Community Academy
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We have a strong and lengthy tradition of 
providing high quality education to the people 
of Blackburn with Darwen. Our predecessor 
school; Darwen Grammar school was built on 
the Blackburn Road site in 1938.  As such, we 
see ourselves as being at the heart of our local 
community. We have built partnerships with a 
number of local employers including specialists 
in engineering, sport and the arts. We are part of 
the Aldridge family of schools and we are able to 
access the significant support and expertise that 
Aldridge Education can provide as a national multi 
academy trust.

Prospective parents should visit our admissions 
pages on the school website for details of how to 
apply for entry into Year 7. 

Please contact the school if you have any questions 
or wish to book on a tour of the school during the 
school day.

Matthew Little
Principal

3We Aim High, We Work Hard, We Care, We Are Vale



We strive to help every student achieve academically 
beyond their expectations and prior attainment. By 
giving young people an outstanding and enjoyable 
education, we nurture independent thinkers who 
make a positive contribution to their community. 

We aim high
We work hard
We care
We are Vale

We encourage all students to adopt this ethos, and 
embrace the entrepreneurial attributes that make 
an Aldridge education unique:

At Darwen Vale, we focus on these attributes, not 
just in the classroom, but outside of it too. This 
holistic approach makes school a real experience 
that properly prepares pupils for their future.

Our vision 
and values

Creativity

Risk-Taking

Passion

Determination

Teamwork

Problem Solving 

Creativity
Determination
Risk-Taking

Teamwork
Passion
Problem Solving
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Since Darwen Vale joined the Aldridge Education 
trust, we have taken significant steps to create a 
learning community of academic excellence. By 
combining our grammar school heritage with 
world-class modern facilities, we are continually 
exploring ways to raise the aspirations and 
performance of our students.

We are committed at Vale to the pursuit of 
academic excellence and we have real strength in 
the core academic subjects. Our commitment to 
the Performing Arts and PE gives students a wide 
variety of opportunities for enrichment, backed 
by dedicated staff who are committed to helping 
young people under our care realise their potential.

Entrepreneurship at Vale

We welcome students from 11-16 years old, and 
focus on building entrepreneurial skills at all stages 
of their learning journey. Prioritising academic 
performance, attendance, student conduct and 
leadership empowers students to take responsibility 
for their own development.

Our approach is designed to give young people the 
skills and real life experiences they need to succeed 
in the future, which is why we work closely with the 
local and wider community to create opportunities 
that will help them grow.

In giving context and relevance to their education, 
we put employability at the top of the agenda, and 
enrich students with more than just a curriculum.

A community
of learners
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We are constantly reviewing our curriculum 
to ensure that it provides the best structure 
of learning for our students. We operate on a 
25-period week, with hour long lessons. Our tutor 
time is 25 minutes and is used for the delivering 
of our Vale Values programme. This is our vehicle 
for teaching PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic), Citizenship and statutory RSE.

This approach aims to secure outstanding 
engagement amongst pupils, and ultimately 
ensure that we can achieve great progress for all of 
our pupils.

Key Stage 3: Years 7, 8 and 9

In the first three years of their time at Darwen 
Vale, students are given a broad and balanced 
curriculum that opens their eyes to the full scope 
of learning available to them. 

Our Curriculum touchstones are as follows:

1. An emphasis on the core subjects of English, 
Maths and Science. We must ensure that 
our students are literature, numerate and 
understand how the world around them works.

2. A strong emphasis on an academic core 
including the ebacc subjects that develop 
cultural capital and prepare students for life in 
a modern democratic country.

3. A belief that the curriculum should be as broad 
as possible for as long as possible.

4. A commitment to giving students the 
opportunity to study the arts and technology 
for as long as possible but with a commitment 
to allow students to personalise their diet as 
they move through the school.

5. To develop student’s personal, social and health 
education including high quality careers advice 
and independent guidance.

6. To develop student’s entrepreneurial skills and 
qualities.

A commitment to the arts (drama, music, dance), 
sport and computing is reflected throughout our 
curriculum. We have also increased lesson time for 
english, maths and science, laying the foundations 
for progression into Key Stage 4.
 
Key Stage 4: Years 10 and 11

We operate a 2 year Key Stage 4. We are 
committed to raising aspirations and ensuring that 
the school supports students to gain outstanding 
results in appropriate further qualifications. Our 
core subjects include maths, english, science and 
PE; students also have a wide range of option 
choices, including full access to other english 
baccalaureate qualifications in history, geography 
and modern foreign languages. Other option 
choices are more tailored to student’s individual 
interests such as single sciences, business studies, 
art, photography and textiles.

We give students the opportunity to develop in 
both their core and option subjects. This aims to 
pave the way for a smooth transition to Sixth Form, 
college or careers.

Our
Curriculum
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The Darwen Vale school day consists of five lessons, 
as well as tutor time and two breaks for breakfast 
and lunch. 

Students go straight to tutor time at 8.45am. 
This 25-minute session is an integral part of our 
curriculum offer.

Year 10 & 11 have an additional 6th lesson on 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Our 25-period week with the additional 125 minutes 
of tutor time provides students with more time to 
develop the knowledge, skills and understanding 
required for challenging national curriculum and 
GCSE syllabuses. The additional time also allows 
our staff to focus on assessment for learning, 
ensuring that students are given detailed, specific 
and focused feedback on how they can improve 
their work.

Our increased tutor period provides a focused 
opportunity to deliver distinct lessons on key topics. 
Form tutors deliver a programme that encompasses:

A day in the Darwen 
Vale community

• Spiritual education
• Moral education
• Social education
• SRE Sex and
 Relationships Education

• Cultural education
• Citizenship
• British values

8:45am - 9:10am

9:10am - 10:10am

10:10am - 11:10am

11:10am - 11:30am

11:30am - 12:30pm

12:30pm - 1:30pm

1:30pm - 2:00pm

2:00pm - 3:00pm

3:00pm - 3:45pm

Tutor Time

Period 1

Period 2

Break

Period 3

Period 4

Lunch

Period 5

Period 6 (Year 10 & 11 - Mon / Wed / Thur)
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We care about the success of our students not 
just in the classroom, but beyond and outside of 
their time at school. The extensive enrichment 
programme at Darwen Vale is structured to 
support all learners, including the most and least 
able. Opportunities are varied and exciting with 
activities ranging from trampolining to “Vale Idol”, 
our school based singing competition.
 
Our enrichment programme is designed to give 
students opportunities to develop and grow. In 
doing so, we enable them to put their education 
into practice and gain inspiration for future plans. 
Students are given opportunities to develop their 
skills and confidence by taking part in an extensive 
arts programme that includes the staging of high 
quality school productions such as “Chicago”, “Little 
Shop of Horrors”, “We Will Rock You” and “Grease”. 
We have a tradition and continuing commitment 
to sporting success with successful teams in a wide 
variety of sports.

Social responsibility also plays a key role in our 
enrichment activities. We feel passionately about 
supporting the community; by giving students a 
chance to work with local organisations, we aim 
to give back to the local area.  “We care” is a key 

strand of our philosophy and students at Vale have 
raised thousands of pounds for local charities. We 
also seek to engage with all stakeholders in our 
local community and work closely with our partner 
primaries to ensure they can benefit from our 
facilities and staff expertise through collaboration 
in events such as our annual summer Dance show.

Science

Trips, visits and project work is an integral part of 
science at Vale. Year 7 students visit Manchester 
Museum and MOSI along with having visitors from 
local scientists, year 8 students visit Blackpool 
Zoo and Jodrell Bank along with a visiting 
planetarium and year 9 attend the Big Bang Fair 
in Birmingham. Alongside this, all KS3 students 
develop their communication skills through 
competing in the Vale Science Fair and working 
towards their Bronze CREST awards. We also offer 
a wide selection of after school clubs such as Grow 
Gang, Astronomy club and the Vale Blog along 
with competing in local and national challenges 
which we encourage all students to get involved in.    

Enrichment 
as a rule
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Create

Outstanding achievements in Create subjects 
come as no surprise given the expertise of our staff 
and the excellent facilities we have here at Vale. The 
purpose-built art studio with panoramic views over 
Darwen Moors, the specialist photography studio 
and open plan shop-floor areas complete with top 
spec food room allow our pupils to experience an 
exciting range of creative disciplines. Enrichment 
activities include photography club, the Great Vale 
Bake Off and the Sewing Bee.  

Business

We aspire towards Business expertise and 
entrepreneurial qualities for all students.  We feel 
that achieving in Business is much more than 
success in the classroom.  Our students benefit 
from opportunities including a wide selection of 
local business links, Entreprenurial skills-based 
activities and visits to successful, well know 
businesses. 

Computing

We embrace technology at Darwen Vale, and 
encourage students and staff to use ICT equipment 
throughout the school. Our staff are always looking 
for ways to incorporate innovations in technology 
into their lessons. To enhance our environment we 
have recently added bookable ICT break-out zones 
to all curriculum areas, increased ICT facilities in the 
school and now provide a suite of iMacs.

Humanities and MFL

Experience is at the heart of our humanities and 
modern foreign languages extra-curricular activities. 
Our students benefit from opportunities including 
a wide selection of well thought out educational 
visits. Our students have benefited greatly from 
visits to Germany and Poland as part of a study into 
the Holocaust, Barcelona to support our language 
provisions and a range of local visits too.

Performing Arts

Darwen Vale is gaining a reputation for its 
outstanding performing arts department, driven 
by our extra-curricular activities and facilities such 
as open air amphitheatre and fully equipped 
dance studio. Summer dance shows and school 
productions are just some of the ways in which 
students express their talents.

Sports and leisure

We aspire towards sporting excellence and offer 
a wide range of activities to help young people 
improve their fitness levels, skills and techniques. 
This is underpinned by our world-class facilities, 
including a Sports Hall, 3G Astro Turf pitch, modern 
fitness suite, hard playground areas and grassed 
sports fields.
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Engagement, enjoyment and progress – these core 
principles guide our teaching and learning, and 
are at the heart of everything we do. Our students 
have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, 
designed to prepare them for the future.

All students are given the opportunity to take part 
in challenging activities both within and outside of 
the formal curriculum. Our teaching and learning 
brings the real world into the classroom, and takes 
the classroom out into the real world.

Aspiring for the best

Teaching and learning and a commitment to
continually evaluating and adapting our practice
is our core purpose. Our broad and balanced 
curriculum provides the framework to help 
students make progress, but it is our relentless
focus on classroom practice that enables students 
to make great progress and our teaching staff to 
strive to continuously improve.

We aim for the highest standards across all aspects 
of our educational provision, from our cutting-edge 
facilities and bright, modern learning environment, 
to the continual professional development (CPD) 
activities staff undertake throughout the year.

At Darwen Vale, we pride ourselves on the quality 
of our staff expertise. We build on this through 
dedicated training, including a teaching and 
learning research group that works throughout 
the academic year developing and sharing best 
practice throughout the school. All our staff 
participate in 1-1 coaching, observing each other 
teach on a weekly basis and providing practical 
strategies to improve pedagogy.

By collaborating with other schools within 
the Multi Academy Trust and drawing on the 
experience of the MAT central team, as well as local 
primaries, we are able to continually increase the 
capabilities of our staff, and with it the standard of 
our teaching and learning.

We believe that the explicit teaching of key skills
such as our entrepreneurial qualities will help
students become more rounded learners. We
aim to instil in our students a passion for learning,
the determination to stick at problems and the
creativity to solve them, whilst teaching them to
work in teams and take calculated risks in their
learning.

Lessons 
for life…
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At Vale “We Care” and as such we see Darwen Vale 
as a team and a family. #TeamVale is something 
you will hear students and staff talk about. Like all 
the best families we take great care in looking after 
each other, providing a safe and happy learning 
environment where our pupils can thrive.

We recognise that not all children fall comfortably 
within the traditional educational mould, which 
is why our pastoral system has been designed 
to make sure every student is cared for as an 
individual.

Right from the outset our young people are 
welcomed into the school by a pastoral team 
consisting of a Director or Progress, Assistant Head 
of Year and Form Tutors. Students will maintain 
the same pastoral team throughout years 7-11 with 
many of the pastoral team not having a teaching 
commitment, therefore being available throughout 
the school day.

Darwen Vale is supported by Aldridge Education, 
a national multi-academy trust, which plays an 
important role in driving our culture, developing 
our teaching methods and defining our vision for 
the future. Aldridge Educations’ entrepreneurial 
approach feeds into all our lessons

Inclusion
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We believe that education should pave the way 
to the real world, and focus on engaging students 
with the future from the start of their time at 
Darwen Vale. The Vale Values programme embeds 
employability into our curriculum, but we don’t 
stop there.

A ‘Go To Work Day’ in Year 7 is designed to spark 
pupils’ interest in their careers, something that we 
build on with enrichment days and career sessions 
for all year groups. Our careers library and impartial, 
informative careers advice aim to broaden students’ 
horizons, along with taster sessions to give them 
a glimpse of what to expect when they go on to 
further education or employment.

As students progress into Key Stage 4, we offer 
visits to appropriate colleges, as well as Cambridge 
University trips for the most able students. We also 
regularly bring alumni back to the school, to share 
their successes and leave pupils feeling inspired. 

Every Vale student is guaranteed a place to progress 
into our Ofsted graded good sixth forms if they 
meet entry grades and wish to pursue further 
education within the Aldridge schools in Darwen.

At Darwen Vale, we see homework as an essential 
link in the learning journey. It’s a compulsory part of 
our curriculum that reinforces teaching within the 
classroom and nurtures students’ self-confidence, 
self-discipline and time management skills.

We set homework on a regular basis and work 
closely with parents and carers to identify strengths 
and weaknesses in pupils’ learning. In doing so, we 
are able to tailor tasks to each learner’s ability, fast-
tracking progress and ensuring they achieve their 
full potential.

Homework is tracked electronically by our 
dedicated online app Class Charts, which makes 
it easy to set, access and monitor tasks from 
any device, so students never miss a deadline. 
This connected approach, and the resulting 
engagement, has earned Darwen Vale BEACON 
status. The Class Charts platform does much 
more than track homework, it is our main form 
of communication with parents. With the Class 
Charts app both parents and students will receive 
live updates about their achievements and any 
sanctions they may incur.

Preparing
for the
future

Learning 
outside of the 
classroom
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Additional learning needs are supported through 
the excellent provision of our SEND (Special 
Educational Needs) Department, known as The 
Hub. The designated SENDCO plans targeted 
support and interventions, either within the 
classroom or in The Hub area. Your child’s progress 
is closely monitored to identify any concerns and 
help to decide any interventions that they may 
need. Our team of Teaching Assistants are highly 
committed professionals, determined to do the 
best for the pupils they support.  

Within The Hub, pupils can access specific 
interventions, a time-out space known as Reflect, 
and identified rooms for Reading Recovery, 
Guidance Counselling, Social Communication 
support and EAL (English as an Additional 
Language) support. Specialist SEND professionals 
work alongside our staff to ensure the best quality 
of personalised provision. Counselling provision is 
bolstered by the Mental Health Support Team who 
work with Darwen Vale pupils within The Hub up to 
three days per week.  

You can be assured that, should your child need 
our assistance, we will do our utmost to help them.

The Pod

The Pod is a purpose-built area of The Hub which 
aims to support pupils who would otherwise 
be referred to alternative provisions. Six-week 
programs in small groups enable pupils to 
build the skills necessary to be successful in a 
mainstream school, so that no child is left behind. 

Pupils will access courses such as Duke of 
Edinburgh, Prince’s Trust and Forest Schools 
alongside Core curriculum before being prepared 
for reintegration to mainstream lessons. All pupils 
will be offered additional and ongoing support 
from the facilities within The Hub and from 
Specialist SEND professionals. 

Support for 
all students
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We work hard to create an enjoyable learning 
environment here at Darwen Vale, but we know 
that a smooth transition from Primary to Secondary 
school is vital in order to give pupils the best 
possible start. 

Our pastoral team work closely with Primary 
school leaders to ensure every child experiences 
minimal stress and disruption during the transfer 
to Secondary School. In doing so, we aim to make 
starting at Darwen Vale an exciting prospect for all 
students.

Taking time to visit our feeder Primary schools, 
ensures that we have detailed information on all 
our students before arriving at Vale. As part of our 
Primary transition programme, many of our new 
pupils are used to seeing Vale teaching staff or 
have experienced lessons and activities at Vale.

We have developed a dedicated section of our 
website to transition, with video tours of the school, 
up-to-date letters and information about the 
school to support a seamless transition.

A smooth transition

We begin the transition process from an early stage 
in Year 6, ensuring that pupils who are planning 
to attend Darwen Vale receive the right level of 
support both before and during their time at our 
school.

All students are invited to induction days, with 
bespoke transition visits available for more 
vulnerable learners, or those feeling nervous about 
the move. One-to-one meetings between pastoral 
staff from both schools makes this process a 
smooth one.

As every pupil arrives with different abilities and 
skills, this gradual transition also gives us time 
to plan our curriculum to suit the needs of every 
student. By taking a tailored approach to education, 
we ensure everyone can achieve and progress.

Transition 
from Primary 
Education
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At Darwen Vale we insist on the highest standards 
for our learners. We uphold these by setting clear 
expectations of both ourselves and our students. 
In doing so, we aim to foster attributes in every 
student that promote their independence, 
strengthen our community and contribute to 
outstanding behaviour for learning. We call these 
standards 100%, and that’s what we expect. 100% in 
terms of uniform, effort and attitude.

We expect our learners to:

• Show great listening skills to ensure they 
 understand and can access learning in the 
 classroom

• Show a great attitude to learning by always trying
 ones best and playing an active role in lessons

• Be equipped for learning

• Have a positive and growth mindset

• Treat others with the respect one would expect 
 to receive

• Treat the environment with respect

• Behave in a manner that keeps themselves and 
 others safe

• Act appropriately outside of lesson times; eating 
 in the dining areas, mobile phones are not   
 permitted at Darwen Vale High School.

• Strive to adopt a healthy lifestyle, taking a full role 
 in our extra-curricular programme, eating 
 healthily and not bringing fizzy or sugary drinks 
 to school.

Standards
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To develop an entrepreneurial approach to 
their career and life, students must first take 
responsibility for their education. We encourage 
pupils to develop skills independently both in and 
out of the classroom, facilitated by our Vale Values 
programme.

Vale Values is a course that is followed by all Year 
students. Entrepreneurial qualities are taught and 
encouraged in all lessons at Darwen Vale, but we 
feel that the importance of those qualities and 
attributes necessitates that we teach students 
explicitly how to develop them. We aim to do this 
at Key Stage 3 to prepare our students to be more 
resilient learners at Key Stage 4 with the demands 
of GCSE courses.

Celebrating success

In Key Stage 3, students are taught essential 
knowledge about personal, social and health 
education and Citizenship. This course - Vale Values 
- delivered in our tutor time also initiates, develops 
and embeds the entrepreneurial attributes that 
Aldridge schools celebrate and value.

Our rewards system is built around the Aldridge 
Attributes. Students are given AA points for 
demonstrating Passion, Determination, Creativity, 
Teamwork, Risk Taking & Problem Solving. These 
are communicated to pupils and parents through 
Class Charts.

This work prepares them for work experience 
placements. Rewards are linked to school trips, 
badges and electing prefects, as well as prizes 
and certificates each half term in our Celebration 
Assemblies.

We make time to celebrate our pupils’ successes. 
Whether it is for academic progress, excellent 
attendance and punctuality, outstanding conduct 
in school or services to the community – it is vital 
that we reward and promote these pupils.

Vale Values
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There is a proven link between achievement 
and attendance, which is why we insist that if a 
pupil can attend school, they do. Our dedicated 
attendance team work closely with staff and 
parents to ensure that pupils arrive on time, every 
day, at Darwen Vale.

We know that to do this we must offer teaching 
that engages learners. Our primary aim is therefore 
to provide an environment that students want to 
be a part of, with plenty of educational and extra-
curricular opportunities for pupils.

However, our first day response system is designed 
to ensure that any absences are accounted for, and 
that students return to school as soon as they are 
able to. In doing so, we ensure that educational 
progress and achievement isn’t undermined, and 
that we continue to uphold our reputation for 
outstanding attendance levels.   

Students who attend Darwen Vale become part of 
a family, and we are committed to protecting all 
students under our care in school and online. We 
take a zero-tolerance stance to bullying, and take 
active steps to promote e-safety also.

Our approach to bullying combines strict 
guidelines for preventing bullying with education 
and how to deal with an issue. All students know 
who to report to, and pupil voice shows that they 
feel safe and confident that any incidents are dealt 
with promptly and fairly. 

While we aim to eradicate bullying completely 
in our community, we have a comprehensive 
procedure that includes restorative meetings and 
processes, encouraging pupils to see a situation 
from another person’s point of view.

Committed to 
outstanding 
attendance

Protecting our 
students
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In-keeping with our grammar school heritage, we 
have chosen a smart, clean and traditional uniform 
for our students. Our uniform requirements are 
clear and focus on creating one standard for 
everyone.

As students regularly interact with the local 
community, we know that appearances count. For 
this reason, all pupils are expected to wear school 
uniform to and from school.

Our school uniform

The Darwen Vale uniform showcases the school 
logo and distinctive colours for which our Academy 
is renowned. It is comprised of a blazer and jumper, 
shirt, tie and tailored trousers or skirt, available from 
select shops in Blackburn and Darwen.

We encourage students to take pride in their 
appearance, which extends to neat and tidy hair 
styles and no make-up or nail varnish.

More information on our uniform policy
can be found at:

www.darwenvale.com/uniform

Uniform that 
speaks volumes 
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At Darwen Vale we seek to provide high quality 
support for families. Parental engagement with 
schools is one of the key components in the success 
of any young person’s education. We aim to ensure 
that your experiences with the school from your first 
open evening make you feel a central part of your 
child’s educational journey at Vale.

Darwen Vale provides carefully mapped out 
opportunities for parents and carers to interact with 
the school throughout the academic year. These 
include;

• Parents evenings
• Academy in action tours
• Meet the Principal forums
• A parent forum led by one of our parent 
 governors

We also keep parents informed through regular
updates to our website, email and written
communication and three designated data drops
each academic year. These “data drops” give parents
clear guidance on how your child is progressing
academically.

The Blackburn with Darwen Admissions Body
handles all applications to the Academy, ensuring
that admissions to Year 7 are in line with the 
Aldridge Education community school admission 
guidelines.

If you would like to visit Darwen Vale or discuss any 
details regarding your child’s education, please 
contact us.

Our parent 
partnerships

Admissions
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We Aim High
We Work Hard
We Care
We Are Vale

Darwen Vale High School

Blackburn Road

Darwen, BB3 0AL

facebook.com/darwenvale

@DarwenVale

T: 01254 223000

F: 01254 223001

E: contact@darwenvale.com


