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Darwen Vale Extended Learning
Policy
At Darwen Vale we believe that the excitement of learning should spread beyond the
classroom in order to maximise student progress and personal development. To do
this, all of our subject areas have created extended learning policies, which have
been written to support your child in enjoying school life and to learn the skills,
knowledge and content for a demanding curriculum.
As you will see in the pages that follow, each subject area has a different view of the
ways that extended learning should be completed. Some of our departments believe
that project based work, is the most effective form of extended learning, whilst others
keep to a traditional approach, with regular weekly tasks and guided time limits. We
hope that this variety will support your child in achieving great things.
For any further information on Extended Learning at Darwen Vale please contact
Alex Venables (Vice Principal) alex.venables@darwenvale.com
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A Guide For Students
Developing your study skills outside of school time is vital preparation for your GCSE
exams, which will allow you to access further study after you finish Year
11…ultimately leading to your dream career/job. All colleges and sixth forms will
expect you at times to work independently and there is no better way of doing this
than through your own study in your own time. Aside from developing the
knowledge, skills and understanding that you will need to do well in all of your
assessments and exams, extended learning will allow you to learn more about the
world around you and will support your study at school to thrive in an ever changing
world. By the way…the world is changing very quickly – so it’s important that you
keep up with the changes!
In this booklet your teachers have outlined how frequently they will set you extended
learning and how long you should spend doing it. All of your extended learning will
be set on Class Charts, so please make sure that you know your login details so you
can access it. Please see Mr. Bradley if you need any help in accessing your Class
Charts account.
Ultimately, we want you to engage with extended learning because we want you to
be successful. Please remember though that your extended learning is not optional
and you may be set a detention if you don’t complete it.
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A Guide for Parents
In addition to the above information laid out for your child/ward we really appreciate
the parental support that we receive from our students’ parents. Of course, you will
want to support them every step of the way and no doubt will want to play an active
part in the successful completion of your child’s extended learning. You can do this
in a number of ways.
Firstly, you can monitor and engage with the extended learning that your child is set
via Class Charts on a daily basis by simply creating your own account. If you have
not yet already done this, then please contact Mr Bradley at the academy in order to
receive the information that you need.
Secondly, every teacher at the academy, is fully dedicated to your child’s success
and will welcome any questions, queries or clarification around any extended
learning that has been set. We believe that students achieve, and go beyond their
full potential, when school, home and students are all working together as one.
Please contact Mr Venables if you have any wider questions or queries regarding
your child’s extended learning.

A Guide for Teachers
As teachers our role with extended learning is to do what we do best, which put
simply, is to provide opportunities for our students that inspire, motivate and engage
them so they can achieve academic success and outstanding personal development.
In departments, we’ve worked collaboratively on our extended learning philosophies,
in deciding what we will set as extended learning, how often we will set extended
learning and what we want from it as a result. It is our job to support our students in
providing opportunities for their independent/home study, which begins with selecting
the tasks that we want them to complete. All of these tasks need to be placed on
Class Charts with a clear outline of what each task involves; how long we expect our
students to work on each task and an indication for when the deadline of completing
each task falls.
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English
Extended learning in English should:
•
•
•

Encourage pupils to read regularly, widely and for pleasure
Reinforce vital skills needed for strong literacy
Deepen and extend learning through independent research

One open ended task will be set every two weeks with smaller, more specific tasks
given weekly. The LRC is always available to support your child with their extended
learning.

Humanities
Frequency
The Humanities Faculty recognises that students should receive extended learning
that builds upon and returns to prior learning, encouraging mastery of key skills. It
should help prepare and develop thinking for lessons weekly. The marking grid below
ensures student extended learning is varied, deliberate, sustainable and effective.
Y10-11 should be given tasks weekly and Y7-9 should be set tasks every other
week.
Objectives of extended learning
• To develop independence and a love for each subject discipline within the
humanities.
• To act as a vehicle to cover content more quickly in preparation for high
challenge skills based learning in lessons.
• To support gaps in student knowledge and skills using the Diagnose
Demonstrate and Therapy Method.
• To build upon, return to and/or prepare for students’ classwork.
• Encourage and develop a mastery based approach to learning with regards to
skills and content covered.
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Exam Practice
•
•
•
•
•
•

Content

Practice exam questions.
Annotations of model answers.
Detailed plans for exam answers.
Dissection and examination of
mark scheme criteria.
Marking model answers.
Improvement and feedback tasks
set by teacher (general or
individualised).

•
•

•

History / EPR
Deliberately set focused revision of
selective content that reflects the
students’ knowledge and skill gaps.
Seminar reading with annotations and
comprehension tasks.
Geography
KS4 – Online questions on Educake to assess
knowledge and understanding.

Analysis

Project Based Learning

History
•
•
•

Annotations of sources with a focus on content,
provenance, purpose, contextual knowledge,
comparisons and utility.
Annotations of interpretations. With a focus on
content. Provenance, purpose, contextual
knowledge, comparison and reliability.
EPR/RS: Annotation of religious views.

•

KS3 should be weighted heavily towards
project based learning.

•

KS4 should focus on the other three types of
homework.

•

Research tasks, project based tasks
local studies.

Geography: Interpret a range of
Geographical sources
including maps, graphs,
text and photographs.
Apply geographical
knowledge.

#WeAreVale #WeAimHigh
#WeAreProud

5

Maths
The Mathematics Department recognises the importance of extended learning as an
integral part of the curriculum from years 7 through to 11. Extended Learning is seen
to:
*Enable students to become independent learners
*Encourage the commitment to life long learning
*Encourage self-discipline and study skills
*Reinforce and consolidate class learning
*Help to develop problem solving skills

All students will be set extended learning, which will be assigned using Century Tech
and MathsWatch.
In addition, staff may issue extended learning to consolidate learning in the classroom.
For Year 10 and 11, Exam practice tasks and Exam papers will be set in addition using
Method Maths, along with any other material that we feel will benefit them regarding
their GCSE examination.
Each student will be issued with log in details to access the tasks online using the
various online platforms. Details of these will also be shared on class charts.
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Science

There are many reasons why home learning enables you to make even
more progress in science
•

Extended learning teaches you about time management

•

Extended learning teaches you how to set priorities

•

Extended learning helps your science teachers determine how well the
lessons and material are being understood by their students

•

Extended learning teaches you how to problem solve

•

Extended learning gives you another opportunity to review the class material

•

Extended learning gives your parents a chance to see what you are learning
about in science

•

Extended learning teaches you to know we have to do things sometimes that
we may not have the enthusiasm for

•

Extended learning teaches you how to take responsibility for your part in the
educational process

•

Extended learning teaches you how to work independently

•

Extended learning teaches you the importance of planning, staying organized
and taking action
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At Darwen Vale we believe that extended learning should be an integral part of the
learning process. Science is a wonderful area of our lives and we want you to learn
about the amazement of ourselves, our world and our planet and solar system.
In Years 7 and 8 tasks will be set once a week and will be around 30 to 40 minutes
in duration. These will include;
1. Extended writing opportunities on a topic area currently being studied.
2. Examples of test questions to mimic real end of topic tests similar in style to
GCSE questions.
3. Differentiated worksheets to apply and stretch existing knowledge.
4. Project work to present in class in forms of power points and poster work.
5. Tasks based on Working Scientifically or Science related Maths skills, such as
graphs.
6. Production of revision cards and revision mats.
7. Using the online portal via the DVHS website to access resources to extend
learning.
Years 9, 10 and 11 will be set a minimum of one extended learning task(s) per week
that will be around 40 to 50 minutes in length. These will include;
1. To watch Ezyscience lecture video and complete an assessment.
1. Practice Exam Questions.
2. Extended writing opportunities to help develop skills needed to answer 6 mark
questions in all the GCSE exam papers.
3. Completion of workbook questions using the revision guide to help.
4. Tasks based on Working Scientifically or Science related Maths skills, such as
graphs.
5. Production of revision cards and revision mats using the revision guide and/or
Ezyscience.
6. Using the online portal via the DVHS website to access resources to extend
learning.
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Computer Science & Business
Computing at key stage 3
In key stage 3 extended learning will be given 2-3 times per unit of work studied.
The extended learning tasks will differ in style but will have an emphasis on either
enhancing or furthering understanding of the key concepts from the unit. Where
units have an end of unit assessment, students will receive revision based extended
learning.

Computer Science and business at Key stage 4
Students that opt to study Computer Science or business at GCSE level will receive
regular extended learning opportunities. These will always centre around the
different strands taught in the courses. The extended learning opportunities will
include things like worksheets, research, past exam questions, revision and planning
etc. As the courses progress this will become more individualised to help target
gaps in knowledge specific to each student. Extended learning will be given
approximately every 2-3 lessons.
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Modern Foreign Languages

In Years 7, 8 and 9, pupils have 2x60 minute lessons of French. Pupils will be
expected to spend around 45 minutes per week on independent home study. This
will be compromised of 45 minutes of vocabulary practise to ensure that pupils
recognise and can use words in the target language. The words will be posted online
on Quizlet after the first lesson to be tested in the next lesson. We recommend that
the 45 minutes are broken down into 15 minute chunks to be practised on
consecutive nights. Pupils will have to create a Quizlet account to access the words
and then use either the online games and tools, or their own method.

Years 10 and 11 also have 3x60 minute lessons during the week and will be set two
tasks per week -one vocab, one skills practise to rotate around Listening, Reading,
Writing, Speaking and Translation. This includes a minimum of one extended
learning task per week that will be around 45 minutes in length, in addition to the 45
minutes vocabulary practise as outlined above. These tasks will include:
-

Extended writing tasks in the target language.
Worksheet with exercises to practise a grammar point covered in class.
GCSE Past Paper Questions in either reading or listening comprehension.
Translation tasks both from and into English.
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Music
Why should you take part in extended learning for Music?
•
•
•
•

So that you can make more progress in Music.
For further study as you only get one hour of lesson time for Music per week.
Because, by learning about the theory and history at home, you can have as
much time as possible actually making music in lessons.
To develop your independence and take responsibility for your own learning.

What should we expect?
KS3 - Years 7 and 8
• Music theory exercises e.g. notation and musical terminology.
• Fact finding for the current topic.
(When necessary to support or consolidate work done in class)
KS4 - Years 9,10 and 11
• Mock exam questions
• Revision materials e.g. worksheets or online quizzes
• Practicing own instrument/voice daily
(Weekly in order to retain information throughout the course)
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PE & Dance
Students who opt to take Physical Education at BTEC or Cambridge National Level
will receive regular extended learning in PE. This will include home study related to
their individual assignments that will be needed to completed throughout the course.

Students who attend two hours of core PE per week will be encouraged to participate
in extra-curricular sporting opportunities throughout the school day and thereafter. It
would be beneficial and advice will be given by the PE team to watch specific events
and sport on television or to watch local events where students can observe a wide
spectrum of sporting disciplines being modelled by high performing athletes. We also
encourage our students to take part in sport within the community and where possible
we use links outside of the school to improve the students’ experience in sport.

Students who opt to take GCSE Dance or Pearson Tech Award in Performing Arts
(Dance) will receive regular home study that is based around their practical and theory
lessons. Extended learning will be directly related to the assessments and
assignments needed to complete the course.
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Art & Technology
We believe that extended learning opportunities can benefit individual students
greatly. Extended learning opportunities will be used to support the development of
knowledge, skills, and understanding for each individual learner across the different
art and technology subject areas. For this reason, the extended learning experience
will be appropriate, varied, challenging and timely. This may take the form of short
tasks or where appropriate extended learning projects.
The other benefits of extended learning opportunities, which support our students, to
become successful in art and technology are the development of skills, including;
independence, time management, planning / organising, develop research and
presentation skills, etc.
Ultimately, whatever the purpose, the output of these learning opportunities should
be reflected in student progress and outcomes over time.
Extended learning tasks / projects will be set as appropriate to the work being
undertaken; this will be communicated via Class Charts.
KS3
•
KS4
•

I x 60 mins task set every 2 weeks – artist research, observational drawing,
skill-based tasks, revision for quizzes
Sketchbook/coursework to be continued at home or at school in the art studio
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